
 
 
 

"Some days, doing 'the best we can' may still fall short of what we would like to 

be able to do, but life isn't perfect – on any front – and doing what we can with 

what we have is the most we should expect of ourselves or anyone else."   

- Mr. Rogers 
 

Dear members of our school family, 

I trust that you all had a wonderful start to the new school year. Hopefully, the hectic pace of our school 

opening has passed and your child has successfully transitioned to daily school life. As the father of three 

children myself, I certainly understand the daily joys and anxieties of parenting. Please know that all 

members of our school’s faculty and staff stand ready to provide you with assistance whenever needed. 

As the school year unfolds, please remember to help your children maintain a healthy balance in their 

workload. Although they may not want to show you, our children want nothing more in life than to 

make you proud of them. It may seem at times that our children only care about how their friends view 

them, in truth, you remain by far the most important person in their lives. The pre-teen years are very 

difficult for children – awkward changing bodies, high academic demands, new social expectations, and 

an uncertain future.  At times they feel vulnerable, angry, ugly and lonely. These confusing years will 

pass and your relationship will evolve ever stronger. You will make mistakes. Forgive yourself. They 

will make mistakes. Forgive them.         

Our school is a special community where success is holistically addressed -- grounded in Middle Level 

Philosophy where academic and social-emotional success are equally important for well-rounded 

development. We understand that focusing alone on content knowledge is insufficient; therefore, we 

center on the values of mutual respect and personal responsibility…the importance of living the Golden 

Rule – treating others as we wish to be treated. We integrate anti-bullying approaches into our 

curriculum and teach the skills to prevent it. And, academically, our school continues to be among the 

highest achieving within the State.  

We have some fun news to share. This year’s Family Movie Night will be the (pre) holiday season family 

film Home Alone. It is one of my personal favorites and one that is sure to keep the interest of boys and 

girls of all ages. Please remember, no drop-offs to the movie, and bring the family! However, it is fine to 

bring a couple of school friends along to sit with the family. We will have our FREE Pizza-Fest BEFORE 

the movie so young tummies will be full during the film. Dinner will be served at 7:00 p.m. in the 

Middle School Cafeteria. FREE Raffles will start at 7:30 p.m. and the movie will start about 7:40 p.m. It 

should be a lot of fun for everyone!   

With warmest wishes, 

Peter Osroff, Ed.D.  

T
h

e
T

h
e

T
h

e
   
M

i
d

d
l

e
 V

i
e

w
M

i
d

d
l

e
 V

i
e

w
M

i
d

d
l

e
 V

i
e

w
   

P r i n c i p a l ’ s  m e s s a g e  

 
S

E
P

T
E

M
B

E
R

 
2

0
1
4

 
 

 
a

 
p

u
b

l
i
c

a
t

i
o

n
 
o

f
 
g

a
r

d
e

n
 
c

i
t

y
 
m

i
d

d
l

e
 
s

c
h

o
o

l
 

 
v

o
l

u
m

e
 
1
2

,
 
i
s

s
u

e
 
1
 

 



Understanding OUR SCHOOL’S  

Common Core State Scores  

in Math and ELA 

 With the new Common Core and Race to the Top in the news, it may be confusing to 
place our school’s results in context. Once again, our students have achieved among the 
highest in the State. Our school was ranked at #3 overall on the Grades 6 through 8 ELA 
and Math Assessments out of over 125 school districts on Long Island. Our school was once 
again designated by the State as a Reward School for high performance on State exams. Our 
students excel and are being well prepared for high school, and ultimately, for the finest 
colleges. The Middle School ranked as the 24th best achieving school on the combined ELA 
and Math New York State Assessments (Grades 6 through 8) out of 1,120 schools in the 
State (www.schooldigger.com). Our special education students continue to outperform the 
general education students of New York State.   
  
Within this framework, know with surety that our students are on the pathway towards col-
lege and career readiness. The Common Core Assessments are intended to measure stu-
dents’ preparedness for college. We know that our middle school students will attend the 
finest public, private and parochial high schools in the nation. Garden City High School’s 
graduation rate is over 98%. However, we know our students meet with outstanding suc-
cess, and yet the new assessments fail (Level 1 & 2) one-third of our students, and nearly 
seventy percent statewide... are the new state exams weighted in a valid manner? As an ed-
ucator and parent, I advise you not to worry about your child’s performance based solely on 
the State Assessments.  Of course, if your child did poorly on these exams, we will provide 
additional supports.  Most importantly, the state assessments must be seen as only one indi-
cator of your child’s success—an indicator that may over-identify students at-risk.   
  
Please remember that your children are in caring and experienced hands. Our students ex-
cel within an atmosphere of warmth and support. If you have any questions or concerns re-
garding your child’s results, please feel free to speak to your child’s teacher. Of course, 
your child’s guidance counselor and the curriculum coordinators are also available to be of 
service.  
  
With warmest regards, 
Peter Osroff, Ed. D. 
Principal  

https://newman.gcufsd.net/owa/redir.aspx?C=0uXGtCPw6kWWEQsOPeWpKJsX6hC4nNEI1QprzAQbFUVZ2ujtZF9CijlGcFm0UmF5kcBXa74ONHo.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.schooldigger.com


“Why Parents need 

To let their children fail”  
By Jessica Lahey 

Thirteen years ago, when I was a relatively new teacher, stumbling around my classroom on wobbly legs, I had to call a 

students' mother to inform her that I would be initiating disciplinary proceedings against her daughter for plagiarism, and 

that furthermore, her daughter would receive a zero for the plagiarized paper.  

"You can't do that. She didn't do anything wrong," the mother informed me, enraged.  

"But she did. I was able to find entire paragraphs lifted off of web sites," I stammered.  

"No, I mean she didn't do it. I did. I wrote her paper." 

I don't remember what I said in response, but I'm fairly confident I had to take a moment to digest what I had just heard. 

And what would I do, anyway? Suspend the mother? Keep her in for lunch detention and make her write "I will not write 

my daughter's papers using articles plagiarized from the Internet" one hundred times on the board? In all fairness, the 

mother submitted a defense: her daughter had been stressed out, and she did not want her to get sick or overwhelmed. 

In the end, my student received a zero and I made sure she re-wrote the paper. Herself. Sure, I didn't have the authority 

to discipline the student's mother, but I have done so many times in my dreams.  

While I am not sure what the mother gained from the experience, the daughter gained an understanding of consequences, 

and I gained a war story. I don't even bother with the old reliables anymore: the mother who "helps" a bit too much with 

the child's math homework, the father who builds the student's science project. Please. Don't waste my time.  

The stories teachers exchange these days reveal a whole new level of overprotectiveness: parents who raise their children 

in a state of helplessness and powerlessness, children destined to an anxious adulthood, lacking the emotional resources 

they will need to cope with inevitable setback and failure. 

I believed my accumulated compendium of teacher war stories were pretty good -- until I read a study out of Queensland 

University of Technology, by Judith Locke, et. al., a self-described "examination by parenting professionals of the con-

cept of overparenting." 

Overparenting is characterized in the study as parents' "misguided attempt to improve their child's current and future 

personal and academic success." In an attempt to understand such behaviors, the authors surveyed psychologists, guidance 

counselors, and teachers. The authors asked these professionals if they had witnessed examples of overparenting, and left 

space for descriptions of said examples. While the relatively small sample size and questionable method of subjective self-

reporting cast a shadow on the study's statistical significance, the examples cited in the report provide enough ammuni-

tion for a year of dinner parties.  

Some of the examples are the usual fare: a child isn't allowed to go to camp or learn to drive, a parent cuts up a 10 year-

old's food or brings separate plates to parties for a 16 year-old because he's a picky eater. Yawn. These barely rank a "Tsk, 

tsk" among my colleagues. And while I pity those kids, I'm not that worried. They will go out on their own someday and 

recover from their overprotective childhoods.         (continued) 



“Why Parents need 

To let their children fail”  
By Jessica Lahey 

(continued) 

 

What worry me most are the examples of overparenting that have the potential to ruin a child's confidence and under-

mine an education in independence. According to the the authors, parents guilty of this kind of overparenting "take their 

child's perception as truth, regardless of the facts," and are "quick to believe their child over the adult and deny the possi-

bility that their child was at fault or would even do something of that nature."  

 

This is what we teachers see most often: what the authors term "high responsiveness and low demandingness" parents." 

These parents are highly responsive to the perceived needs and issues of their children, and don't give their children the 

chance to solve their own problems. These parents "rush to school at the whim of a phone call from their child to deliver 

items such as forgotten lunches, forgotten assignments, forgotten uniforms" and "demand better grades on the final se-

mester reports or threaten withdrawal from school." One study participant described the problem this way:  

 

I have worked with quite a number of parents who are so overprotective of their children that the children do not learn to 

take responsibility (and the natural consequences) of their actions. The children may develop a sense of entitlement and 

the parents then find it difficult to work with the school in a trusting, cooperative and solution focused manner, which 

would benefit both child and school. 

 

These are the parents who worry me the most -- parents who won't let their child learn. You see, teachers don't just 

teach reading, writing, and arithmetic. We teach responsibility, organization, manners, restraint, and foresight. These 

skills may not get assessed on standardized testing, but as children plot their journey into adulthood, they are, by far, the 

most important life skills I teach.  

 

I'm not suggesting that parents place blind trust in their children's teachers; I would never do such a thing myself. But 

children make mistakes, and when they do, it's vital that parents remember that the educational benefits of consequences 

are a gift, not a dereliction of duty. Year after year, my "best" students -- the ones who are happiest and successful in 

their lives -- are the students who were allowed to fail, held responsible for missteps, and challenged to be the best people 

they could be in the face of their mistakes.  

 

I'm done fantasizing about ways to make that mom from 13 years ago see the light. That ship has sailed, and I did the best 

I could for her daughter. Every year, I reassure some parent, "This setback will be the best thing that ever happened to 

your child," and I've long since accepted that most parents won't believe me. That's fine. I'm patient. The lessons I teach 

in middle school don't typically pay off for years, and I don't expect thank-you cards. 

 

I have learned to enjoy and find satisfaction in these day-to-day lessons, and in the time I get to spend with children in 

need of an education. But I fantasize about the day I will be trusted to teach my students how to roll with the punches, 

find their way through the gauntlet of adolescence, and stand firm in the face of the challenges -- challenges that have the 

power to transform today's children into resourceful, competent, and confident adults. 

 

The Atlantic http://www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2013/01/parents-need-to-let-their-children-fail/272603/ 



I m p o r t a n t  r e m i n d e r s  

NO TEXTING AND DRIVING ON SCHOOL GROUNDS 

 For the safety of our students and staff, please do not text or use your cellphone while 

driving on school grounds. Keep your hands on the wheel and your eyes focused on the road!   
 

OCTOBER 
 

October 13 

Columbus Day 

School Closed 
 

October 14 

Board of Ed Mtg. 

8:15 p.m. @  

Homestead School 
 

October 17 

6th Grade Party 

7 p.m.—8:30 p.m. @ MS 
 

October 22 

District—Wide  

Unity Day 
 

October 24 

Family Flick Night @ MS 

7 p.m. 
 

October 25 

Homecoming Parade & 

Football Game @ HS 
 

October 29 

Photo Make-up Day 
 

October 30 

Winter I Athletic Green 

Forms due to Nurse 
 

October 31 

Halloween 

 

 

 

Maria Cafaro, Editor 

ATTENDANCE/ABSENCES  

 Students will be assigned to lunch detention (20 minutes) upon their third unexcused 

lateness to school within a marking quarter. Detention will be served the same day as the third 

lateness to school. Please make every effort to arrive to school on time. Remember, lateness to 

school disrupts your child’s education and the education of other children. 

 The telephone number to report absences and lateness is 478-3009. You can reach the 

number at any time; the machine is always on. Education Law permits an excused absence or tar-

diness for the following reasons only: sickness or death in family, impassable roads or weather, 

religious observance, school-supervised trips, and required presence in court. Absence or tardiness 

for any other reason is considered unexcused. Parents are requested to advise the school of a 

child’s absence or lateness by telephoning the school before 9:00 a.m. The school will telephone 

the homes of any unreported absences after 9:00 a.m. When picking up your child early from 

school, please sign him or her out from the attendance office which is located next to the nurse’s 

office.  

ARRIVAL AND DISMISAL  

 For safety reasons, car entry onto school grounds will only be through the Stewart Ave-

nue entrance. After the dismissal of buses, cars may pull up to the sidewalk of the Middle School  

Library/Cafeteria entrance for the pick-up of students.  Also, parents must refrain from  parking 

and/or standing on both sides of the Flag Pole Circle during arrival and dismal 

times in order for traffic to flow consistently. Parents must remain in their 

cars.  In addition, please be aware that only right turns are      

permitted from the front entrance circle of the school.  Making a 

left turn from this exit is not only dangerous but illegal. We appreci-

ate your cooperation in keeping our children safe! 

PARENT PORTAL 

 Parents who have provided the district with their email address, may access their child’s 

information through the School Tool Parent Portal in two ways. You can either go to http://

schooltool.gcufsd.net or go to the district page http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us and 

click on the link “For Parents.”  

EARLY MORNING ARRIVAL 

 The Middle School library is open at 7:30 a.m. for those students who wish to work   

quietly.  All other students who arrive to the school after 7:30 a.m. should report to the cafeteria 

or to extra help.   

http://www.iconarchive.com/show/halloween-icons-by-gcds/jack-o-lantern-icon.html


I m p o r t a n t  r e m i n d e r s  

NO DROP-OFF or DELIVERY of COMMERICAL FOOD or DRINK 

 During school hours, please do not drop off, or have delivered, commercial food or drinks for students. We 

will not allow delivery of these products to students. Thank you for your assistance. 

HOMEWORK ON THE WEB  

 Please remember that your child's homework assignments are available on teacher web pages. If 

your child is ill for more than three school days, all requests for worksheets or class work must be made 

through the guidance office (478-3020). Please use the web for homework assignments or have your 

child contact a classmate for absences of three days or less. In the instance of any absence, parents and 

students should NOT email teachers directly to gather assignments. This request can only be made 

through the guidance office.  

EMAIL COMMUNICATION  

 Email is a wonderful communication tool for parents and school personnel. However, as fast as it is, it cannot take the place 

of conversation on the phone or in person. Additionally, too often emails are sent in the heat of the moment and therefore may not 

assist with a healthy exchange of information. If you are upset, it is better to wait an hour before clicking on that send button. Moreo-

ver, it is at times easy to misinterpret the "voice" of the writer and misunderstandings may result. We all need to keep emails polite, 

professional, succinct and reasonable in number. Of course, we welcome your communication outreaches to us in all formats, since, 

after all, we are all focused on one fundamental goal: helping our children succeed.  

FAMILY FLICK NIGHT  

 Join us for Family Flick Night on Friday, October 24, 2014. Dinner will be served at 

7:00 p.m. in the cafeteria. The feature film will be Home Alone. Eight-year-old Kevin McCallister 

(Macaulay Culkin) has become the man of the house, overnight! Accidentally left behind when his 

family rushes off on a Christmas vacation, Kevin gets busy decorating the house for the holidays. 

But he's not decking the halls with tinsel and holly. Two bumbling burglars are trying to break in, 

and Kevin's rigging a bewildering battery of booby traps to welcome them! 

 Enjoy FREE admission, FREE snacks, FREE door prizes, FREE raffles, and FREE pizza 

and FREE soda. Please remember, this is a family film night, so there are no drop 

offs! Bring the entire family. 

The Little Rascals will be joining us too! 

A REMINDER TO OUR GUESTS 

 When visiting the middle school, we ask that all guests show respect during the playing of the National Anthem 

and the reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance.  Please pause for moment, wherever you may be, and turn your attention 

to the American flag. 



I m p o r t a n t  r e m i n d e r s  

 
 

HALLOWEEN COSTUMES 
 
Students and staff are encouraged to wear appropriate costumes on Halloween. Of course, 
our emphasis is always on keeping it a fun and wholesome day for the children.  
 
Importantly, parents are reminded that the school’s dress code remains fully in effect for the 
day and that they must ensure that children’s costumes are not physically revealing or sexually 
suggestive, do not depict violence, do not caricature any gender, sexual orientation, racial, re-
ligious or ethnic group, nor portray any message that is counter to the school’s educational 
mission. Therefore, please do not send your child wearing a costume advertising tobacco, al-
cohol or drugs. Again, use good taste. This is a school, not a backyard party. If the costume 
could possibly be scary or hurtful to anyone at all, it is not appropriate for our 
school and will not be allowed!  
 
Also, please remember some of our children are offended or frightened by witches, demons 
and devils – there is no reason to frighten anyone in our school so we ask you to please avoid 
these costumes.   
 
I always wear a different costume every year. In case you are wondering what are appropriate 
costumes, I’ll share with you some of mine the past few years:  Popeye, Caesar, Sheik, Doctor, 
Scotsman in a Kilt, SpongeBob, Football Player, Prisoner, etc.) 
 
The basic costume rule is simple, if you are not sure that a costume is appropriate, it is not 
appropriate. Students will not be allowed to wear inappropriate attire. Keep it fun!  We thank 
you for helping to keep Halloween a fun and safe wholesome event in the Middle School.  
 
Warmly, 
Peter Osroff 



I m p o r t a n t  r e m i n d e r s  

SCHEDULING APPOINTMENTS FOR PARENT TEACHER CONFERENCES 

 We invite you to participate in our Parent-Teacher Conferences.  On the District Calendar there are three dates 

(November 3, November 4, & November 20) which have been set aside to offer you the opportunity for personal communication 

with your child’s teachers.  These dates will be scheduled on a first-come first-served basis.   

 Moreover, to fully accommodate the high number of parents requesting a conference, we have created an additional day of 

conference time for each academic team (English, math, social studies and science) over a three week period of time.  These dates 

are regular school days that have been placed aside for parent – teacher conferences. In this way, every parent will have an oppor-

tunity to meet with his/her child’s team teachers.  

 On these added days (noted below) parents will only have the opportunity to meet with teamed teachers.  All non-teamed 

teachers (world language, home and careers, technology, art, music, health and physical education) may only be seen on the district  

conference dates of November 3, November 4, & November 20 

  

 As in the past, appointments will be scheduled on a first come, first served basis using the on-line scheduling program, 

PTC Wizard.  As a first time parent user, you must first register and sign in to use the PTC Wizard program by entering 

your email address and a password you select.  If you registered previously, you do not need to do so again. The directions are 

available on the Middle school homepage:middleschool.gardencity.k12.ny.us/ 

 Click on PARENT LOGIN CENTER under QUICK LINKS and look for the PTC Wizard icon and instructions. 

Please feel free to login to the PTC Wizard by using the link : LOGIN:https://gardencityms.ptcwizard.com/

authenticate/?redirect=none 

 Please follow the directions to create your account before the scheduling window opens. Once you have created 

your account, it is easy to schedule your appointments.  

 Appointments will be ten minutes in duration.  We ask that you honor this time limit so that teachers may meet with 

as many parents as possible.  

Team 6A 
Corcoran, Orrego, Wohlberg, 
Reeves 

Team 6B 
Hakes, Madden 
Petro Reide 

Team 6C 
Chase, Drogin, 
Giangrande, Shaw 

Team 6D 
Shea, Fusci, Nardone, Donner 

October  28 October 27, 29 October 30 November  6 

Team 7A 

Cafaro, Czachor, Heid, Menges, Pappas 

Team 7B 

Fasulo, Fregosi, 
Zaccaro, Wilk,  McAlea 

Team 7C 

Aguilo, Bradshaw, Daniels, Zaferiou, Hatzichristos 

November  10 November 12 November  13 

Team 8A 

Saltas, DeCillis, Kupferman, 

Metzdorff,, McAlea 

Team 8B 

Monastero, Sheehan, Wolk, Zafiropoulos,  
Pollack 

Team 8C 

Castoro, Feerick, McCartin, Vitucci, Pellettieri 

November 17 November 18 November 19 

http://middleschool.gardencity.k12.ny.us/
https://gardencityms.ptcwizard.com/authenticate/?redirect=none
https://gardencityms.ptcwizard.com/authenticate/?redirect=none


I m p o r t a n t  r e m i n d e r s  

GARDEN CITY MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENT DRESS CODE  

 All students are expected to give proper attention to personal cleanliness and to dress appropriately for school and school 

functions. Students and their parents have the primary responsibility for acceptable student dress and appearance.  

 

Students shall:  

1. Attend school appropriately dressed in a manner that meets health and safety standards and does not interfere with the learning pro-

cess;  

2. Maintain totally covered midriffs and underwear. Skirts, shorts and skorts must extend below the finger tips when arms are ex-

tended downward.  

3. Not wear tube tops, net tops, tank tops, halter tops, spaghetti string tops, plunging necklines (front or back), and see-through gar-

ments. Undergarments must not be visible.  

4. Not wear items that:  

a. Might be considered vulgar, obscene, or libelous;  

b. Denigrate others on account of race, color, religion, creed, national origin, gender, sexual orientation, or disability;  

c. Promote or endorse the use of alcohol, tobacco, or illegal drugs;  

d. Encourage illegal or violent activities;  

e. Are contrary to the school’s educational mission.  

5. Wear safe footwear at all times; while flip-flops and loose sandals are not prohibited, we ask parents to exercise their own judg-

ment and discourage their children from wearing these items to school.  

6. Not wear hats in the classroom except for a medical or religious purpose.  

  

 The Principal, or his designee, shall inform all students and their parents of any revisions to the dress code during the school 

year. Students who violate the student dress code shall be required to modify their appearance according to the regulations deter-

mined by the school. Any student who refuses to do so or has a pattern of non compliance shall be subject to disciplinary action. 

MUSIC LESSONS  

 Music lessons in band, chorus and orchestra have begun.  A great deal of the success of the music program is the result of 

students having the opportunity to work in small groups with a music teacher.  This element of the music program allows the teacher 

to address individual problems common to beginning musicianship, such as adolescent vocal development, or specific issues with dif-

ferent instruments, which cannot be addressed in the context of the large music classroom setting.   

Please be aware of the following information regarding lessons: 

 

1.  Although classroom teachers are given lesson schedules, on the day of a  lesson (or the day before if possible) the student should 

inform the teacher that he/she will be attending a lesson so that the classroom teacher can take accurate attendance and so that the 

student can get any assignments. 

 

2.  If the student has a test or quiz the student should remain in class.  In the case of short quizzes, the student should take the quiz 

and report to the lesson afterward. 

 

3.  It is the responsibility of the student to apprise him/herself of the material covered in the class he/she miss-

es and to complete the homework assignments for that class. 

 

4.  Lessons are rotated through several periods in a way that minimizes their impact on any given class. 

 



COMMON CORE ASSESSMENTS 

 Mark your calendars! Students in grades 6,7,8 will be taking the Common Core English language arts and math Assess-

ments in the month of April. Students should be prepared with several sharpened no. 2 pencils on the days the exams are adminis-

tered.  

Common Core English Language Arts  
Assessment 

Common Core Math Assessment 

Tuesday,  April 14, 2015 Wednesday, April 22, 2014 

Wednesday, April 15, 2015 Thursday, April 23, 2014 

Thursday, April 16, 2015 Friday, April 24, 2015 

                            MIDDLE SCHOOL PTA MEETINGS 

                                 2014-2015 SCHOOL YEAR 

Tuesday, September 16th, 2014 at 9:30 am 

Thursday, November 6th, 2014 at 9:30 am  

(HS/MS joint meeting in the HS Library) 

Thursday, January 15th, 2015 at 9:30 am 

Thursday, March 19th, 2015 at 9:30 am 

Wednesday, May 20th, 2015 at 9:30 am  

I m p o r t a n t  r e m i n d e r s  

ORDER YOUR YEARBOOK TODAY! 
 Don’t miss out on sharing and reliving the big events that will make this year special. Our book is now on sale for the 

lowest price of the year. ORDER NOW AND SAVE $6.00.  

BOOK PRICE: $44.00 

ORDER DEADLINE: October 5, 2014 

Order your 2015 yearbook today at jostensyearbooks.com or call 1.866.282.1516 



CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES 

MONDAY  
Anti-Bullying Club and  

Anti-Bias Club (alternating weeks) Ms. Greenwald Library 3:30-4:00  
Robotics Ms. Kupferman 241 3:30-4:30  

 
TUESDAY  

Student Store Mr. Hakes Cafeteria 8:10-8:25  
Stock Market Club Mr. Bradshaw Library Lab 7:30-8:15  

Science Research Club Dr. Zaferiou 244 7:30-8:15  
Dead Poets Mrs. Aguilo 206 7:50-8:15  

Art Club Mrs. Biondi 247 3:30-4:00  
Environmental Science Club Mr. Augi 146 3:30-4:00  
Mathletes (starts in Oct.) Mrs. Daniels 116 3:30-4:00  

Recreation Connections Club Mr. Camilleri/Mr. Caputo 148 3:30-4:30  
Robotics Ms. Kupferman 241 3:30-5:00  

School Store Mr. Hakes Cafeteria 3:17-3:30  
Late Night Jazz Band Ms. Iovino 136 7:00-8:30 pm  

 
WEDNESDAY  

Student Store Mr. Hakes Cafeteria 8:10-8:25  
Art Magazine (will begin Feb.11 ) Mrs. Biondi 246 7:45-8:15  

Spearhead Yearbook Mrs. Saltas 115 7:45-8:15  
Student Store Mr. Hakes Cafeteria 8:10-8:25  

Science Research Club Dr. Zaferiou 244 7:30-8:15  
Festival Chorus Mrs. Menges 135 7:30-8:15  
Technology Club Mr. Caputo 148 3:30-4:30  

 
THURSDAY  

Student Store Mr. Hakes Cafeteria 8:10-8:25  
Herodotus Society (2nd & 4th week) Mrs. DeCillis 119 7:40-8:15  

Phoenix Newspaper Ms. Feerick 142 7:40-8:15  
Morning Jazz Ensemble Ms. Iovino Auditorium 7:30 -8:30  

Science Research Club Dr. Zaferiou 244 7:30–8:17  
School Store Mr. Hakes Cafeteria 3:17-3:30  

Robotics Ms. Kupferman 241 3:30-5:00  
 

FRIDAY  
Student Store Mr. Hakes Cafeteria 8:10-8:25  

German Club (1st & 3rd week) Dr. Hecker 107 7:30-8:15  
Student Store Mr. Hakes Cafeteria 8:10-8:25  

Science Research Club Dr. Zaferiou 244 7:30–8:17  
Student Council (2nd & 4th week)  

6th Grade Ms. McAlea 119 7:45-8:05  
7th Grade Mrs. DeCillis 119 7:45-8:05  

8th Grade Mrs. Metzdorff 119 7:45-8:05  
Best Buddies (Alternate weeks starting 10/10) Mr.Filosa/Mrs. Goodwin Library 3:30-4:00  

Sign up with Mr. Russo for Electronic Music in room 137 starting Monday, September 15.  
Electronic Music will meet in room 137 with Mr. Russo from 3:30-4:30  

Nat. Jr. Honor Society (dates to be announced) will meet with Mr. Camilleri in the Cafeteria from 7:45-8:05  
Music Box Players – General interest meeting will be held in mid-October. See Mrs. Aguilo and listen to the announcements for 

further details  



Athletic department 

MIDDLE SCOOL ATHLETICS REQUIREMENTS AND POLICIES 

Middle School Eligibility Requirements 
 Student Athletes are required to be a member in good standing in the school’s academic and social community. Stu-

dent athletes must be up-to-date with their academic requirements and be performing at an acceptable level for their abilities. 

Student athletes must also be free of disciplinary problems and referrals. When necessary, a review of a student athlete’s case 

will be handled by the MS Eligibility Committee (i.e., coach, guidance counselor, school administrator, and the MS athletic 

coordinator). Contingency programs and consequences will be established and monitored by the Eligibility Committee. The 

overriding purpose of this program is to be proactive and supportive in its approach and not punitive, thereby helping the stu-

dent athlete overcome his or her difficulty.  However, in severe cases where the student athlete makes little or no effort to 

help him or herself, he or he can be removed from the extracurricular sports participation. 

Homework Policy: 

 If a student is missing  three or more homework assignments or is late handing in a project, the student will not 

be able to return to play until assignments are completed and submitted to the teacher.   

Discipline Policy: 

 If a student is assigned to a detention or other significant disciplinary consequence,  he or she will not be eligible to 

play or practice the day the detention is served.  In addition, the athlete will also be suspended for at least one game. 

 

School Attendance 

 By New York State law, student athletes are required to attend a minimum of four (4) school periods in order to 

participate in all extracurricular activities. In addition, the Middle School attendance requirements prohibit students from 

participating in after-school activities if: 

1)  they cut one or more classes; 

2)  they are dismissed from school due to illness. 

 

Dismissals for appointments with a physician or other administratively approved appointments will enable a student to be eli-

gible (e.g., religious observance, court appearance, orthodontist appointment). However, in all of these cases, the student 

must still attend four school periods. 

 

To read more, visit the Garden City Middle School homepage and click on “Athletics.” 

 

INTRAMURAL SCHEDULE 

 All intramural activities are held on campus from 7:30 a.m. to 8:00 a.m. 

 

CROSSFIT KIDS 

 Mr. Tullo 

Friday Mornings 

DODGEBALL 

Mrs. Logue & Mrs. Kuntz 

Monday & Wednesday 

DANCE 

Mrs. Burke 

Wednesday & Friday 

 

BASKETBALL (rainy days)/ 

FLAG FOOTBALL (nice Days) 

Mr. Menges & Mr. Skrivanek 

 

Tuesday & Thursday 



I N  &  A RO U N D  G C M S  

STUDENT COUNCIL 

 Student Council has begun planning for this year’s exciting events.  The annual class parties will begin with the  Sixth 

Grade Party on Friday, October 17 .  The Seventh Grade Party is scheduled for Friday, November 7, and the Eighth Grade Party is 

Friday, November 14.  Council members have decided on the following class themes: sixth grade: School Spirit; seventh grade: 

Neon party, and eighth  grade: White party.  All class parties will be $10.00 admission and will include snacks, a DJ, and a surprise 

parting gift!  Students are excited for these events to begin.  Planning is underway for GCMS annual spirit week as well. Events will 

be all week long with the culminating event the annual Garden City Homecoming Parade on Saturday, October 26!   

        All students are welcome to student council.  Meetings are held the second and fourth of every month in room 119.  Listen to 

the afternoon announcements for any updates or changes. 

                               COOKIES, BROWNIES, CUPCAKES GALORE! 

           On October 31st, the Anti-Bullying Club  (ABC) will be hosting their annual Halloween Bake 

Sale.  Goodies will be sold to help support the club's activities (ex. Anti-Bullying Expo, contests, etc.).  For 

more information or to sign-up to donate baked goods, please contact Ms. Greenwald.  The club thanks you in 

advance for your support. 

     THE PHOENIX 

The Phoenix newspaper club meets weekly on Thursday mornings at 7:45 in room 142.  Students work on writing news arti-

cles, editorials, sport events, advice columns, and interviews for publication in the school newspaper, Phoenix.  Students are encour-

aged to write about events, issues, and people that they are interested in and feel others should know about.  This year, we are 

switching to an electronic version of the newspaper, and the link will be available on the school website when the latest issue of the 

newspaper is published. We have a rolling admission throughout the year, and we are always on the lookout for new reporters.  Our 

first meeting is scheduled for September 18th.  We hope to see you there! 

 

JOIN THE YEARBOOK COMMITTEE! 

 The Spearhead yearbook committee will have its first meeting with Mrs. Saltas on Wednesday, September 10, 

at 7:45 a.m. in room 115.  If you like taking pictures or making scrapbooks then this is the club for you!   

FESTIVAL CHORUS 

 Festival Chorus is the premier singing group at the Middle School and features our hardest working musicians from 

all the music disciplines (Band, Electronic Music and Orchestra as well as Chorus).  The Chorus meets on Wednesday morn-

ings from 7:30-8:15 a.m.  The music studied is more challenging than that in other chorus classes and provides an opportunity 

for motivated students to explore new horizons.  Festival Chorus is open to all MS students.  The first rehearsal is Wednes-

day, September 17, at 7:30 a.m. in room 135.  See Mrs. Menges in room 135 for more information. 



I N  &  A RO U N D  G C M S  

MS. ECONOMOU’S RECIPE CORNER 
SLOW COOKER HOT APPLE CIDER 

Yield: 8 cups 
Prep Time: 10 minutes 
Cook Time: 4 hours 
Total Time: 4 hours 10 minutes 
 
Ingredients: 

 2 quarts (64 ounces or 8 cups) apple cider 

 Six 3-inch cinnamon sticks, plus more for serving if desired 

 1 medium orange 

 2 tablespoons whole cloves 
Additional cinnamon sticks for serving. 
 
Directions: 
1. Pour apple cider into a 2.5-quart or larger Crock Pot or other slow cooker. Add cinnamon sticks to cider. 
2. With a toothpick, poke holes all around the orange, about 1/2 inch to 1 inch apart. Carefully poke the cloves into 
the toothpick holes in the orange. 
3. Place orange into the cider in the slow cooker. 
4. Cook on low for about 4 hours. Ladle into mugs. 
5.  Place a cinnamon stick in each glass. 
6. Serve. 

                                                    GARDEN CITY COMMUNITY COALITION 

           SAVE THE DATE! Nassau County NARCAN training will be held at Garden City High School on October 9 at 

7:00 p.m.  The training will be regarding the use of naloxone, the heroin antidote that can bring a person, who has overdosed, back 

from the brink of death.  Naloxone (Narcan),  approved by the Federal Drug Administration (FDA), is a safe and non-addictive and 

has been proven to reduce the number of overdose deaths by half.  If given to a person in error it will not harm him or her.  Heroin 

use is on the rise in the United States, and the drug is easily accessible on Long Island.  A “bundle” of heroin priced at $150 in 2006 

but now costs just $80. Smaller quantities can be had for as little as $7.00 on Long Island, about the same price as a pack of cigarettes 

(Long Island Council Alcoholism and Drug Dependence –LICADD). Reservations are suggested so trainers have enough kits to dis-

tribute to attendees. To reserve your spot, email elaikin@nassaucountyny.gov or call 516-571-6105.  

DID YOU KNOW? 

 Some of the most dangerous drugs abused by teens are those readily available – prescription drugs, cough medicine and over the 

counter medications. (www.justice.gov)  
 

 The first time a teen uses a substance to get high is most likely to be obtained from a sibling or friend. (www.justice.gov) 
 

Check out our website for endless information and resources.  www.gccoalition.org 

 

Mission Statement:  The mission of the Garden City Community Coalition is to encourage positive behavioral 

choices for Garden City residents of all ages.  The Coalition is committed to supporting and encouraging family, 

community and school-based initiatives that promote healthy lifestyles. 

http://www.kitchentreaty.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Crock-Pot-Hot-Spiced-Cider.jpg
https://newman.gcufsd.net/owa/redir.aspx?C=eS8ExBO0eUG8SQ1f6XqhgtwEMHgnptEIYySEfiT_J5n5s0v4X0CIENleYFhNIp-ln_BO6nozh3Y.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.justice.gov
https://newman.gcufsd.net/owa/redir.aspx?C=eS8ExBO0eUG8SQ1f6XqhgtwEMHgnptEIYySEfiT_J5n5s0v4X0CIENleYFhNIp-ln_BO6nozh3Y.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.justice.gov
https://newman.gcufsd.net/owa/redir.aspx?C=eS8ExBO0eUG8SQ1f6XqhgtwEMHgnptEIYySEfiT_J5n5s0v4X0CIENleYFhNIp-ln_BO6nozh3Y.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.gccoalition.org


 The Garden City Middle School Library 

Recommendations by Library/Media Specialist: Mr. Daniels 

Are you looking for a good book to read?   

If so, try one of the eBooks available through the GCMS Library!

 
 
The GCMS library provides access to a growing collection of eBooks through FollettShelf. 

 

These eBooks are accessible through desktop and laptop computers, tablets, and smartphones with an internet connection.  The 

eBooks can be accessed using a web browser or an iPad or Android app.  The eBooks can be downloaded, but downloading is not 

necessary.  If the eBook is downloaded, it can be read at a later time with or without an internet connection.    

 

Students can check out an eBook and have access to the eBook for seven days.  No other student has access to that eBook until it 

is returned to the virtual shelf.  The library does own a number of eBooks with unlimited access.  These unlimited access titles 

can be checked out by more than one student at a time. 

 

The eBooks can be used without checking them out.  If an eBook is not checked out, but is in use by a student, the student can 

keep the eBook open indefinitely as long as the student continues interactivity with the title. After 30 minutes of inactivity, the 

eBook returns itself to the shelf for other students to access. 

 

To access the eBooks, enter the web address below into a web browser or the iPhone or Android app. 

https://wbb00675.follettshelf.com/ 

 

A username and password is required to access the eBooks.  Please use one of the following sets of usernames 

and passwords. 

 

Until the end of this school year please use one of these usernames and passwords: 

Students in grade 6:  username:  grade6  password:  grade6 

Students in grade 7:  username:  grade7  password:  grade7 

Students in grade 8:  username:  grade8  password:  grade8 

Download and install the Follett Enlight app from the the iTunes App Store or Google Play. 

 

Download the free Follett Enlight app for iOS here: 

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/follett-enlight-k-12-edition/id692783324?mt=8 

 

Download the free Follett Enlight app for Android here: 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.follett.fsc.Enlight 

 

**  Visit the GCMS Library eBook page for additional information.  ** 

http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/Page/4451 

 

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/follett-enlight-k-12-edition/id692783324?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.follett.fsc.Enlight

